
 

What is the Youth Action Team (YAT)? 

vinvolved  Derbyshire  

Derbyshire‘s Youth Action Team 

is a youth committee made up of 

young people aged 16-25.   

The YAT members are ambassa-

dors for youth volunteering and 

help the vinvolved Derbyshire 

team inspire 

young people 

across the 

county to get 

positively in-

volved in their 

communities.   

Their role involves promoting 

volunteering via The Vibe, as well 

as radio interviews, newspaper 

articles and promotional events.   

They will be asking their peers 

about what is important to them 

in their communities and  

what they would like to get out of 

a volunteering experience.   

They will also recognise young 

people‘s achievements by helping 

the vinvolved team plan celebra-

tion events. 

And don‘t forget that 

they are on hand to 

help organisations be-

come more youth 

friendly.  

We still have some va-

cancies in High Peak, 

Chesterfield and South Derbyshire 

so if you would like to join the YAT 

or if you know someone who you 

think would enjoy the experience 

please call Jenna Vaughan on 

01629 825537 or email vinvolved-

Derbyshire@btcv.org.uk 

 

Welcome…. 
…to the first edition of The Vibe, 

vinvolved Derbyshire’s Newslet-

ter.  In this issue we’ll be meeting 

some of the members of our Youth 

Action Team, finding out a bit 

more about what they get up to 

and why they volunteer. 

We’ll be hearing news of indi-

vidual success, as two of our vol-

unteers were shortlisted for the 

National vinspired Awards and  

attended a star-studded cere-

mony in London. 

There’s also news on the U18 

Team’s YES! Nite, one volun-

teer’s trip to the Houses of Par-

liament and info from the vin-

volved team.    

Issue 1, December 2009 

 

Page 1 

The Vibe 

For information on     

opportunities, the      

vinspired awards and 

for volunteer support, 

contact us on: 

01629 825537 

or 

 vinvolved-derbyshire 

@btcv.org.uk 
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Buxton Volunteer Centre annually 

arranges a morning of activities 

for 5 – 

17 year 

olds eve-

ryday for 

the first 

2 weeks 

of the 

summer 

holidays. Here, volunteers like us 

get to experience looking after a 

child with additional needs in a 

safe and fun environment, and the 

children and volunteers get to go 

out on loads of trips! Trips range 

from taking your nerves to the 

highest of heights at Upper Limits, 

to a scenic walk in Tittesworth 

Park. From the start we were each 

paired up with a  child, giving us 

time to get to know each other. 

So why volunteer? 

‗Getting to know your child on a 

personal basis and giving up your 

free time to help them‘.       

Sabrina, 16. 

‗Its fun, something to do to stop 

you being bored. It gives you an 

interesting challenge when you are 

working with different children‘. 

Guy, 21.  

 

Where do our YAT members volunteer? 

Buxton Summer Club 2009,    
by Guy Bishop Jones, 21, and Sally Eaves, 17, High Peak YAT 

Volunteering for Victim Support is 

a great way to get involved in the 

community and help those people 

that have been affected from the 

result of crime. After training you 

can give as much or as little time 

as you wish and as a volunteer 

visit and meet people from all 

walks of life.  

When someone is sadly burgled, 

has been beaten up, suffered ra-

cial abuse or has been affected by  

any other crime, then a volunteer 

like me meets with them and of-

fers them free and confidential ad-

vice and support.  

Victim Support also give out free 

burglar alarms and help fill out 

Criminal Injuries Compensation 

forms (which enables people to 

receive money even when they 

cannot find the perpetrator). 

Sometimes when people are feel-

ing down and sad all they need is 

a shoulder to cry on, or just to 

know someone cares. Giving just a 

few hours a week can help all 

these not-for-profit organisations 

deliver a quality service and 

change people‘s lives for the bet-

ter.  

What a great way to help, gain ex-

perience, improve your C.V. and 

future job prospects, meet new 

people and feel like you‘re doing 

something good. 

Don‘t be afraid to try something 

new today. 
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Victim Support, by Laura Waude, 21, Chesterfield YAT 

YAT 

Find us on 

Facebook!  

Search for  

vinvolved Derbyshire.  

http://www.facebook.com/people/Vinvolved-derbyshire/629667007
http://www.facebook.com/people/Vinvolved-derbyshire/629667007


 

YAT Residential  
by Guy Bishop Jones, 21, and Dan Simmons, 18, High Peak YAT 
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On Friday 16th October Derbyshire‘s 

Youth Action Team hopped onto the 

minibus where we all met each other 

for the first time. There wasn‘t a 

quiet minute from here on in with all 

the jokes and giggles. 

 

Our destination was the Tanrallt 

Mountain Centre in North Wales, for 

a weekend of team building, fun and 

planning for the future of the YAT. 

The seven YAT members spread 

right across the 16-25 age range all 

with different volunteering experi-

ences to share. 

 

Friday night‘s icebreaker over sup-

per was irrelevant as the laughs 

coming from the minibus confirmed 

we were in for a good weekend. 

 

Early rising on Saturday morning 

meant there was plenty of time to 

get outside in the Welsh sunshine 

for a game that involved planning 

and team work. Next we had team 

challenges where we competed with 

the staff team who proved to be 

tough competition (we think they‘d 

secretly been practicing before the 

trip!). 

 

Saturday afternoon it was time to 

challenge ourselves on a high ropes 

course! Testing our nerve on a zip-

line, encouraging each other and 

cheering people on certainly helped 

the team bond. The highlight was 

the giant g-swing seating two peo-

ple - check out the photo. 

Back at the centre, freshened up and 

fed, it was time to get to know each 

other‘s talents with games involving 

drawing and eating chocolate whilst 

wearing gloves! (Ask us YAT mem-

bers to find out more!) 

 

On Sunday the Tanrallt staff laid on 

the ―Snowdon Challenge‖ - Wales‘s 

very own version of the Crystal 

Maze! This gave the YAT a chance to 

compete against the staff team yet 

again (which we did in style). The 

teams had to solve puzzles against 

the clock to win equipment.  Ten-

sion was high in the centre as the 

results were announced - it was a 

very narrow win by the staff!  This 

activity taught us the importance of 

listening to each other and using 

our strengths to help each other 

out. 

 

Very tired after a fun weekend, it 

was sad to wave goodbye to the 

Tanrallt centre and staff. Keep an 

eye out for us, we‘ve got Festive Fa-

vours and also a Celebration event 

up our sleeves for the New Year. 

Teamwork! 

Ethan and Tom brave the giant swing 

YAT 
I loved meeting 

everyone and get-

ting to know them 

all. We did some 

great activities 

and we should be 

very proud of our 

achievements.  

 - Emily, 16 



 

Festive Favours 
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Two vinvolved Derbyshire volun-

teers have recently had great suc-

cess at the vinspired National 

Awards!  Both are volunteers at 

‗The Drop Inn‘ in Belper,  which 

gives the young people of Belper 

somewhere to meet off the streets.   

 

Laura Taylor, 23, was nominated by 

vinvolved Derbyshire for the Trans-

form National Award and was se-

lected as the regional winner!   

Laura dedicates a huge amount of 

her time to 'The Drop Inn‘ and has 

set up a variety of projects includ-

ing intergenerational projects and 

a knife crime project 

.    

Tom Stone, 24 also from the Drop 

Inn, was nominated for the Genius 

Award by Senior Manager of the 

Drop Inn, Andrea Fox, and was not 

only selected as the regional win-

ner, but went on to pick up the Na-

tional Award at vinspired National 

Awards Ceremony at London‘s O2 

Arena, which both volunteers were 

invited to.  Tom won the award for 

his hard work and efforts in organ-

ising Safe Raves at The Drop Inn, 

as well as creating an Interactive 

UV Wall for the young people of 

Belper.  Needless to say these 

awards were very well deserved so 

well done Tom and Laura!   

vinspired Awards 

Laura and Tom at the O2 

Count your hours for 

your vinspired 

awards online 

and search for 

volunteering 

opportunities in your 

area at:  

Residents at Ivonbrook Nursing & 

Residential Home received a visit 

from four members of the Youth 

Action team on 5th December. 

Tom (16), Ben (24), Guy (21) and 

Sally (17), went along with two 

members of staff from the team, 

Jennifer Halfpenny and Jenna 

Vaughan, as part of the v national 

campaign, ‗Festive Favours‘. 

 

The volunteers helped spread the 

Christmas spirit to the residents 

by playing bingo, dominoes and 

teaming up with the residents to 

take part in a Christmas quiz.  

Much fun was had by all and the 

intergenerational mix worked well. 

   

Tom, one of the young volunteers, 

said ―I didn‘t know what it would 

be like, and I was surprised by 

how much I enjoyed it.‖  And this 

is definitely what the elderly resi-

dents thought, saying how nice it 

was for the young volunteers to 

give up their free time to visit and 

asked them if they would return. 

The answer was a resounding 

―Yes!‖ 

 

The visit could be the start of 

building a relationship between 

the young people and elderly resi-

dents, having a laugh and joke to-

gether, and breaking down some 

of the misconceptions about both 

young and elderly people.  

. 

http://www.vinspired.com/
http://www.vinspired.com/


 

 

Local high school students in 

Glossop, who often struggle for 

things to do in the evening, 

found the doors of The Moon 

and Sixpence pub 

opened wide to 

them on Tuesday 

29
th

 September. 

The-U18-Team, a 

group of 16-18 

year old volun-

teers, supported 

by Volunteer Cen-

tre Glossop, or-

ganised the first Y.E.S! Nite in 

September. 

Y.E.S!, which stands for Youth 

Entertainment Scene, gave the   

young people of Glossop the 

chance to experience all the fun 

of a night out without the alco-

hol. 

The-U18-Team was 

responsible for ar-

ranging the whole 

event and will con-

tinue to organise 

more entertainment 

nights for young 

people in Glossop.  

 

Well done to the 

u18 team!  

“Possibly the most 

rewarding part 

though was the de-

termination and 

ambition it gave 

me” 

- Tom 

Prime Minister’s Questions 

The u18 Team Y.E.S! Nite 
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vinvolved is about providing peo-

ple with opportunities, and that‘s 

exactly what we did for one young 

volunteer.  Tom King has ambitions 

of being an MP one day but knows 

that it is a very competitive career.  

To get some experience in the field 

he got in contact with the vin-

volved team, who then put him in 

touch with his local MP, Tom Levitt 

who offered Tom tickets to go 

down to London and watch Prime 

Minister‘s Questions—an offer Tom 

eagerly accepted!  Here‘s what he 

had to say about his trip: 

 

"Last month, the vinvolved team 

gave me the opportunity to take a 

trip to parliament. Not only did I 

get to watch the first Prime Minis-

ters Questions of the new parlia-

mentary season, but I also got to 

spend the rest of the day with Tom 

Levitt, MP for the High Peak. He 

personally showed me around the 

government chapel, the House of 

Lords, and the broom cupboard 

(that was part of the unofficial tour 

and was where a suffragette had 

hidden herself 100-odd years ago 

to fight for the female vote).  He 

also bought me lunch - I had a 

posh sausage and mash.  All this 

and a day off work, brilliant! 

 

Possibly the most rewarding part 

though was the determination and 

ambition it gave me to become an 

MP. Oh, and something a little bit 

out of the ordinary to add to my 

CV. Work seemed a bit duller the 

next day though!" 

Organisations: 

Get in contact with us if you 

would like to advertise your 

opportunities to young people 

or if you would like help im-

proving your youth volunteer-

ing programme. 

vinvolved-

derbyshire@btcv.org.uk  

mailto:vinvolved-derbyshire@btcv.org.uk
mailto:vinvolved-derbyshire@btcv.org.uk


Opportunities Required 

Group Volunteering 

The vinvolved team has a lot of e2e 

groups that need to do 16 hours of 

volunteering.  Does your organisation 

have any opportunities for these 

groups of young people?   

DIY Opportunities 

We have got a number of potential vol-

unteers who would like to do some 

volunteering in the HIgh Peak that re-

volves around DIY.  Could your organi-

sation offer this opportunity? 

Volunteering with Animals  

Volunteering with animals is always 

popular across the whole county.  

Could your organisation offer opportu-

nities volunteering with animals to 

young people?  

 

Get in touch! 

BTCV, East Midlands 

Cromford Mill  

Mill Lane 

Cromford  

DE4 3RQ 

Phone: 01628 825537 

Text: 07592 593440 

E-mail: vinvolved-

derbyshire@btcv.org.uk  

Website: www.vinspired.com 

 

Formed by a partnership between BTCV and Volun-

teer Centres Derbyshire, youth volunteering charity 

v launched in 2008 in Derbyshire with the county‘s 

very own vinvolved team.  As part of v‘s £75 mil-

lion National Youth Volunteering Programme, Der-

byshire‘s vinvolved team aims to inspire 16-25 

year olds across the county to get positively in-

volved in their communities. 

 

We achieve this by:  

Creating new volunteering opportunities across 

all sectors. 

Brokering young people into opportunities        

Championing youth-led action     

Recognising young people's achievements with 

the vinspired awards. 

Offering development and training       

Raising the profile of youth volunteering  

Find us on Facebook 

under vinvolved 

Derbyshire  

Noticeboard 

Opportunity of the moment! 
Umbrella Sitting Service 

Umbrella are an organisation who work with children 

and young people with additional needs.  They are af-

ter volunteers aged 18+ to help give parents and car-

ers a break, either by caring for the child/young per-

son in their home, or by taking them out.  This oppor-

tunity is very flexible and full training is provided. 

 

Contact Becca on 01629 825537 for more info. 

Merry Christmas from  

everyone at vinvolved! 

mailto:vinvolved-derbyshire@btcv.org.uk
mailto:vinvolved-derbyshire@btcv.org.uk
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